PILGRIMS IN THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY      165
lies in the fact that it is one of the few descriptions of
Islam in the literature of medieval Europe, where legend
is intermingled with some truth. The rest of the book,
apart from a detailed description of Holy Places, deals
with the countries of the Middle and Far East which
Jean had never seen and the accounts of which he had
derived from other travellers' works. Here, it may be
remarked that * plagiarism*, a practice neither discredited
nor discountenanced in the Middle Ages, was practised
freely by this author.
Contemporary with Jean de Bourgogne was Giacomo
di Verona, an Augustinian monk who left Verona with a
number of companions (of whose names we have no record)
on 7 May 1335 to perform a pilgrimage to the Holy
Places which he described in his Liber Peregrinationis*
On 7 June Giacomo arrived at Otranto where he held a
successful disputation with the Jews of that town; and
on 24 June he reached Crete which he mistook for Malta
when he marked its coast as the place where St. Paul had
been shipwrecked on his way to Rome.2 Six days later
(30 June) he landed at Famagusta, a principal port of
Cyprus. On the same day he reported the arrival of a
fleet from Lajazzo carrying thousands of Armenian fugi-
tives, whose lands had been seized and homes destroyed
by the Sultan.8 The sight of their misery roused him to
an indictment of the indifference of the powers of the
West to the sad lot of their fellow-Christians in the East.
He noticed that since the fall of 'Akka in 1291, the women
of Cyprus had remained in mourning. At Nicosia he
preached in the presence of King Hugh IV de Lusignan.
Finally, he again set sail on 21 July, arriving at Jaffa on
30 July, and at Jerusalem on 5 August. At this point
of his narrative, he describes the Holy Places 4 and enumer-
1 Ed, R. Rohricht, in ROL, 3e anne*e (1895), no. ii, 155-302 (Editor's
Introduction, 155-62; Author's Troemium' or Introduction, 163-71; Text
of the Liter, 171-302.    Ib., Btbl. Geogr., 85; Golubovich, III, 21-4.
2 Liber, 171-83; includes the account of the journey from Verona to
Jerusalem.
8ib.,  171;   cf. Weil, AbbatidenchaUfat, II,  335  et seq.; Petermann,
Beitrage zur GescL dtr Kreuzzuge aus armenischen Quellen, 180.
4ib., 183 et seq.